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Litany of St. Joseph

Lord, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy.  
Christ, hear us. 

God, the Father of Heaven, 
God, the Son, Redeemer of the world,  
God, the Holy Ghost,  
Holy Trinity, One God,  

Holy Mary, 
Saint Joseph, 
Renowned offspring of David, 
Light of Patriarchs,  
Spouse of the Mother of God,  
Chaste guardian of the Virgin, 
Foster-father of the Son of God,  
Diligent protector of Christ,  
Head of the Holy Family,  

Joseph most just, 
Joseph most chaste,  
Joseph most prudent, 
Joseph most courageous, 
Joseph most obedient,
Joseph most faithful, 

Mirror of patience, 
Lover of poverty,  
Model of artisans,  
Glory of home life,  
Guardian of virgins,  
Pillar of families,  
Solace of the afflicted,  
Hope of the sick,  
Patron of the dying, 
Terror of demons,  
Protector of Holy Church,  

Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the world, 

Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the world, 

Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the world, 

V. He made him the lord of his household. 
R. And prince over all his possessions.

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, graciously hear us.

have mercy on us.
have mercy on us. 
have mercy on us. 
have mercy on us. 

pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 

pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 

pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us. 
pray for us.
pray for us. 
pray for us. 

Spare us, O Lord.

Graciously hear us, O Lord.

Have mercy on us.

Let us pray. O God, who in Thine ineffable providence didst vouchsafe to choose 
blessed Joseph to be the spouse of Thy most holy Mother; grant, we beseech Thee, 

that we may be worthy to have him for our intercessor in heaven, 
whom on earth we venerate  as our protector. 

Who livest and reignest forever and ever. 
Amen.

Approved Prayers
for

December 8, 2020 to December 8, 2021

The Year of Saint Joseph

"The plenary indulgence is granted to the faithful under the usual conditions (sacramental

confession, Eucharistic Communion, and prayer for the Pope’s intentions)...who will recite any

legitimately approved prayer or act of piety in honor of St. Joseph...The plenary indulgence is also

granted to the faithful who will recite the Litany to St. Joseph...for the persecuted Church ad intra

and ad extra, and for the relief of all Christians suffering all forms of persecution."

                                                               Decree of the Apostolic Penitentiary, December 8, 2020

Pious Invocations

✝ Grant, O holy Joseph, that,
ever secure under thy
protection, we may pass our
lives without guilt. Amen.

✝ St. Joseph, model and patron
of those who love the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, pray for us.

✝ St. Joseph, foster-father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and true
spouse of Mary ever Virgin,
pray for us.

✝ Foster-father Joseph, our
guide, protect us and the Holy
Church.

Virginum Custos

Saint Joseph, Guardian of virgins and father, to
whose faithful care Christ Jesus, Innocence itself, and
Mary, Virgin of virgins, were entrusted,  I ask and
beg of thee, through these two dearest pledges, Jesus
and Mary, preserve me from all defilement, and make
it always possible for me unsullied in mind, pure in
heart, and chaste in body, to give to Jesus and Mary
my holiest service. Amen.

Virgin Father of Jesus

O Joseph, virgin father of Jesus, most pure spouse of
the Virgin Mary, pray for us daily to the Son of God,
that, armed with the weapons of his grace, we may
fight as we ought in life, and be crowned by Him 
in death. Amen.

Prayer to St. Joseph, Patron of the

Universal Church

O Most powerful Patriarch, St. Joseph, Patron of that
universal Church which has always invoked thee in
anxieties and tribulations; from the lofty seat of thy
glory, lovingly regard the Catholic world. Let it move
thy paternal heart to see the mystical Spouse of Christ
and his Vicar weakened by sorrow and persecuted by
powerful enemies. We beseech thee, by the most
bitter suffering thou didst experience on earth, to
wipe away in mercy the tears of the revered Pontiff,
to defend and liberate him, and to intercede with the
Giver of peace and charity, that every hostile power
being overcome and every error being destroyed, the
whole Church may serve the God of all blessings in
perfect liberty. Amen.



Ancient Prayer to St. Joseph

O St. Joseph whose protection is so great, so strong, so prompt before the throne of God,
I place in you all my interests and desires. O St. Joseph do assist me by your powerful
intercession and obtain for me from your Divine Son all spiritual blessings through Jesus
Christ, Our Lord; so that having engaged here below your heavenly power I may offer
my thanksgiving and homage to the most loving of fathers. O St. Joseph, I never weary
contemplating you and Jesus asleep in your arms. I dare not approach while He reposes
near your heart. Press Him in my name and kiss His fine head for me, and ask Him to
return the kiss when I draw my dying breath. St. Joseph, patron of departing souls, pray
for us. Amen.

Prayer after the Recitation of the Holy Rosary
Pope Leo XIII

Unto thee, O blessed Joseph, do we fly in our tribulation, and having implored the help
of thy holy Spouse, we now also confidently seek thy protection. By that affection which
united thee to the Immaculate Virgin, Mother of God, and by thy fatherly love for the
Child Jesus, we humbly beg thee to look down with compassion upon the inheritance
which Jesus Christ has purchased with His blood and in our need to help us by thy
powerful intercession. Do thou, O prudent Guardian of the Holy Family, watch over the
chosen people of Jesus Christ. Keep us, O loving Father, safe from all error and
corruption. O great protector, from thy place in Heaven, graciously help us in our contest
against the powers of darkness. And as of old thou didst rescue the Child Jesus from the
danger of death, so now defend God's Holy Church from the snares of the enemy and
from all adversity. Extend to each one of us thy continual protection, that led on by thine
example and strengthened by thine aid, we may live and die in holiness and obtain
everlasting happiness in Heaven. Amen.

Memorare to St. Joseph

Remember, most pure spouse of Mary ever Virgin, my loving protector, St. Joseph, that
never has it been heard that anyone ever invoked thy protection, or besought aid of thee,
without being consoled. In this confidence I come before thee, I fervently recommend
myself to thee. Despise not my prayer, foster-father of our Redeemer, but do thou in thy
pity receive it. Amen.

Prayer for the Observance of Sundays and Feast Days

Most glorious Patriarch, St. Joseph, obtain, we beseech thee, from our Lord Jesus Christ
a most abundant blessing on all who keep festival days holy; obtain for us that those who
profane them may know, in time, the great evil they commit, and the chastisements
which they draw down upon themselves in this life and in the next, and may be converted
without delay.

O most blessed St. Joseph, thou who on the Lord's day didst cease from every labour of
thy craft, and with Jesus and Mary didst fulfill the duties of religion with most lively
devotion, bless the pious work of the sanctification of feast days, erected under thy most
powerful patronage; cause it to spread to every home, office, and workshop, so that the
day may soon come when all the Christian populace may on feast days abstain from
forbidden work, seriously attend to the salvation of their souls, and give glory to God,
who liveth and reigneth, world without end. Amen.

Prayer of St. Bernadine of Siena 

Be mindful of us, O blessed Joseph, and intercede on our behalf with thy reputed Son;

and secure for us the favor of thy most holy Virgin Spouse, the Mother of Him who

liveth and reigneth with the Father and the Holy Ghost, world without end. Amen.

Prayer Before Mass

Happy wast thou, O blessed Joseph, to whom it was given not only to see and to hear that
God Whom many kings desired to see, and saw not, to hear, and heard not; but also to
bear Him in thine arms, to embrace Him, to clothe Him, and to guard and defend Him.

V. Pray for us, O blessed Joseph.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

Let us pray: O God, Who hast given unto us a royal priesthood, vouchsafe, we beseech
Thee, that as blessed Joseph was found worthy to touch with his hands and to bear in his
arms, Thine only-begotten Son, born of the Virgin Mary, so may we be made fit, by
cleanness of heart and blamelessness of life, to minister at Thy holy altar; may we this
day with reverent devotion partake of the sacred body and blood of Thine only begotten
Son, and may we in the world to come be accounted worthy of receiving an everlasting
reward: through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

Act of Consecration to St. Joseph

O Glorious St. Joseph, chosen by God to be the reputed father of Jesus, the most pure

spouse of Mary ever Virgin, and the head of the Holy Family, and then elected by the

Vicar of Christ to be the heavenly Patron and Protector of the Church founded by Jesus

Christ; with the greatest confidence, I implore at this time thy powerful aid for the entire

Church militant. Protect in a special manner with thy truly paternal love the Supreme

Pontiff and all the bishops and priests united to the See of St. Peter. Defend all those who

labour for souls in the midst of the afflictions and tribulations of this life, and obtain the

willing submission of every nation throughout the world to the Church, the necessary

means of salvation for all. 

O dearest St. Joseph, be pleased to accept the consecration which I make to thee of

myself. I dedicate myself entirely to thee that thou mayest ever be my father, my

protector, and my guide in the way of salvation. Obtain for me great purity of heart and a

fervent love of the interior life. Grant that after thy example all my actions may be

directed to the greater glory of God, in union with the divine Heart of Jesus and the

Immaculate Heart of Mary, and with thee. Finally, pray for me that I may be able to share

in the peace and joy of thy most holy death. Amen.

Prayer to St. Joseph Before any Work
by St. Pius X

O Glorious Saint Joseph, model of all those who are devoted to labor, obtain for me the
grace to work in a spirit of penance for the expiation of my many sins; to work
conscientiously, putting the call of duty above my natural inclinations; to work with
thankfulness and joy, considering it an honor to employ and develop by means of labor
the gifts received from God; to work with order, peace, moderation and patience, never
shrinking from weariness and trials; to work above all with purity of intention and
detachment from self, keeping unceasingly before my eyes death and the account that I
must give of time lost, talents unused, good omitted, and vain complacency in success, so
fatal to the work of God. All for Jesus, all through Mary, all after thy example, O
Patriarch, Saint Joseph. Such shall be my watch-word in life and in death. Amen.


